July 17, 2008
Happy Summer to All!

Amazing assistance blossomed in three
months time for the blizzard -struck
nomads of Kilung Community in
Dzachuka. Winter into spring, the snow
just kept coming. But with summer
warmth, green has finally carpeted the
rolling highlands of the Tibetan plateau,
and the Kilung people are already settled
into their summer camps.

3 Disaster Relief Programs Completed!

Thanks to your support:
V 250+ animals were saved by emergency feed,
V 40 hungry families are being supported by a six-month supply of food, and
V the Winter Feed Kits pilot program will take place this fall!
11 EEWEI UEPOUWET OOPwWPOWEOWPOUIT UYDI PpwubpbC

Livestock replacement is still needed. About
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of their herds because of the snows.

Wonderfully, the local government has stepped in to
help and is providing about five yaks for each of
these familiesThey also received some animals
from Kilung friends and family who fared well

over the snowy months. How much more is
needed? An average of 4 large animals
(yaks/horses) and 13 small (goats/sheep). The
Kilung Foundation would like to make a dent

in this need.

Our goal is to provide one milking yak for these 40 hardest -hit Kilung families. One

mature yak costs $285. The total for 40 yaks is $11,400. Generous donors have already
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more yaks.

If 36 families (or sets of friends) each contribute one yak, we can help these families

reshape their herds and get going again!We invite you to make a donation that will go
toward buying a yak for a Dzachuka nomad family.  Any amount is welcome!
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aftermath:

What are hese 40 families doing this summer with diminished herds?

Half of these families, chosen by lottery, received enough money from the

government to buy 5 yaks; the other 20 families received a small grant for food, and

will receive their money for animals | ater on. They also received other animals from

friends and family. They all went to the summer grounds with the whole

community. Those with very few animals are helping out other families, so each will

benefit back and forth.

How did the emergency feedinf animals go?

We were able to feed and save the lives of over 250 animals with high-quality grain,
mostly barley. We would have fed more, but so many animals died, and also many
were already strong enough [to graze on the newly sprouting grasses]. Some
rejected the grain because it was strange for them to eat like humang from the
hand.

This year the nomads had to go early to the summer grounds [end of June] to let the
winter ground have more time to recover its grass. This was ordered by a new
Tibetan leader for the three-community area of Gemang-Gegong-Kilung. So,
everyone had to hurry up with the emergency feeding and preparing | so fast! We
thought some of the animals might be too weak to make the trip, but they did fine.
Now, the grass is amazingly great, even though it looked terrible at first. The
animals did have a chance to eat before leaving, so many of them had the benefit of
both grain and grass. When they left, families took the grain with them, and any
leftovers can be kept for next winter. 1t was super-high quality, good for people, too.

Kilung Monastery also has milking yaks, some of which died. How is that situation?
Fine. The monastery purchased 150 sheep and 22 yaks. But this new leader said
everyone had to leave the winter grounds this
year. [There are usually some families who
stay in the winter grounds over the summer;
they also look after the monastery yaks and
bring milk, yogurt, and butter for the
butterlamps.] Fortunately, we had already
started the new life release farm, and those
families stayed to take care of the liberated
animals, the monastery animals, and provide
milk for the monastery. But many of these
new animals are young and not used to




